
 

English at Bishop David Sheppard CE (A) Primary School 
 
Reading 
At Bishop David Sheppard, we recognise the fundamental importance of 
reading for a child’s academic achievement, access to the curriculum, 
wellbeing and success later in life. We prioritise reading, the importance of 
language and vocabulary and the love of stories and books in our school. It 
is our mission to ensure that every child at Bishop David Sheppard 
becomes a fluent and successful reader. 
 
Children at Bishop David Sheppard begin their reading journey by 
following the systematic synthetic phonics programme Floppy’s Phonics.  
International studies have shown that a systematic phonics approach to 
reading is particularly beneficial for younger learners (4 – 7) as they begin 
to read. A consistent synthetic approach to phonics has consistently been 
found to be effective in supporting younger pupils to master the basics of 
reading. Systematic Phonics is introduced in EYFS as a key part of a rich 
literacy environment.  
 
The school is equipped with a full range of sounds and phonetically 
decodable books to support the children’s learning at each stage of their 
phonics journey. Reading books are carefully matched to the sounds that 
the children know and as they become more confident decoders, a wider 
range of genres in 80% decodable books are available to secure their skills 
and further develop reading for pleasure/gathering information at each 
level.  
 
We believe that fluent readers are able to read words accurately 
and effortlessly. They recognise words and phrases instantly on sight.  As 
the children progress through Key Stage 1, we aim for them to spend less 
time decoding words. This allows our children to focus on the all-important 
task of making sense of the text. 

 



 

We understand that learning to be a fluent reader can be a complex 
and lengthy process (in line with Scarborough’s, 2001 reading model) as 
shown above. As such, at Bishop David Sheppard, we don’t follow a single 
approach to the teaching and learning of reading – teachers carefully 
select from a variety of engaging approaches dependent on the level of 
reading development for individuals, groups of children and the whole 
class. 
 
In every year group, the children are given multiple opportunities 
throughout the week to hear stories and books read aloud and to read 
with a teacher or teaching assistant. We work very hard to ensure each 
and every child leaves primary school with a great love of reading and 
strong reading skills to help them in their everyday lives. 
 
In the early years and Year 1, children are exposed to books and print 
throughout the classroom and have daily opportunities to listen to stories, 
explore books and nursery rhymes and be read with as they develop their 
phonics knowledge. 
 
In Year 2 and throughout Key Stage 2, as children become increasingly 
fluent, reading teaching focuses more heavily on comprehension skills and 
promoting fluency.  The children are asked to read daily at home as part of 
their home learning and continue to have frequent opportunities to work 
with their teachers and teaching assistants at school to further develop 
their reading skills.  Reading in class is taught in a number of ways. 
 
Guided reading:   Professor Alan Kamhi (2017) tells us that, 
‘comprehension is not a skill. It is a complex of higher level mental 
processes that include thinking, reasoning, imagining and interpreting.’   
 

At Bishop David Sheppard, we create our guided reading sessions based 
on this theory. Groups of up to 6 children work with the class teacher to 
explore and enjoy a wide range of carefully selected texts. During these 
sessions, the children learn and practise strategies to enable them to 
understand the text on a deeper level.  Children who are working below 
the national standard in reading as a result of poor decoding skills, take 
part in these sessions alongside additional interventions to improve their 
decoding and fluency. Guided reading supports children in developing 
reading proficiency which is proven to accelerate their progress.  
 
Whole class reading/Comprehension Lessons: These sessions are 
focused on both building understanding and comprehension and 
developing word efficiency and vocabulary acquisition. This allows for 
opportunities to model reading prosody to a whole class. It also allows for a 
focus on specific reading skills such as retrieval or deduction. 
 



 

Shared reading: Picture books, class novels, extracts, poetry or pieces of 
non-fiction are shared on a daily basis at Bishop David Sheppard. It is an 
important element in our children’s mental wellbeing and helps to 
develop their language proficiency and general understanding of the 
world. We are dedicated to passing on a love of books to our children and 
this is a core element in our approach to reading at Bishop David 
Sheppard. 
 
Intervention 
From Year 1 onwards, the children are continually assessed using the 
simple view of reading model (Hoover and Gough). Whether children are 
experiencing issues with decoding, understanding or both, appropriate 
intervention is swiftly put into place.  
  

 
Reading Scheme 
From Reception through to Year 6 the children follow the Oxford Reading 
Tree books. These books are ‘rooted in reading for pleasure with synthetic 
phonics at its heart….The breadth and variety of writing styles give the 
children everything they need to become confident readers.’ (Oxford Owls) 
 
In addition to reading books from the reading scheme, competent readers 
are encouraged to read their own books for pleasure and are encouraged 
to recommend and share books that they have particularly enjoyed.  
 



 

 



 

 
Writing 
As it is a core subject, English is taught daily in each class. Lessons are 
planned so that they build on each other in small, sequential steps, 
ensuring that children fully understand and develop the skills they are 
being taught. 
 
We use a ‘book based’ approach to teaching English. We have carefully 
chosen a range of high quality and engaging texts for each year group and 
these are used as a basis for teaching the skills outlined in the National 
Curriculum. Teachers also use these books to give the children plenty of 
opportunities to write stories, reviews, reports, letters, diary entries and 
many other writing genres. 
 
Grammar and Punctuation skills are taught in English lessons and follow 
the objectives in the National Curriculum. Children will learn about word 
types, tenses, punctuation and sentence construction. When pupils are 
familiar with a concept, they are given opportunities to apply this in pieces 
of writing. 
 
Spelling in Reception and Year 1 is taught mostly through their daily 
phonics lessons, but also in some English lessons. They will also begin 
learning how to spell some Common Exception Words. (These are High 
Frequency Words which cannot be spelt using phonics). 
 
In Years 2-6 Key Stage 2, spelling is taught in discrete spelling lessons. 
Different spelling rules are taught each week and children are given 
opportunities throughout the week to practise this. The spelling of 
Common Exception Words continues to be taught in Year 2 and, as they 
move into Key Stage 2, children are expected to spell all High Frequency 
Words correctly. Words specified in the National Curriculum for Years 3/4 
and Years 5/6 are also learnt. 
 
We expect all children to take pride in their handwriting and general 
presentation of their work. In Reception, they are taught to use a correct 
pencil grip to make marks and follow patterns. Letter formation is taught 
primarily through phonics where the children are taught to print. In Year 1, 
the children continue to learn how to accurately form letters and numbers. 
Flicks are introduced to lowercase letters in preparation for Year 2 where 
the children are taught to writing in a neat, cursive hand. In KS2 
handwriting is monitored closely and additional practice is provided for 
those who have not yet mastered a cursive style. Handwriting is practised 
weekly in KS2 for speed, accuracy and legibility of writing. The letters, joins 
or words practiced are bespoke to each child and lead to accelerated 
progress.  

 
 


