
 

 
 
 

History at Bishop David Sheppard CE (A) Primary School 
 

Intent 
At Bishop David Sheppard, we believe that the teaching of History should 
stimulate children’s interest and understanding about the life of people 
who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of chronology, and 
through this, they develop a sense of identity and a cultural 
understanding based on their historical heritage. Thus, they learn to value 
their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, 
by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to make 
their own life choices today. We teach children to understand how events 
in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to 
investigate these past events and, by so doing, develop the skills of 
enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving. 
 
Implementation 
Four closely related curricular attributes – scope, rigour, coherence and 
sequencing – are our measures of quality (Opening Worlds, 2022). We 
have carefully planned our curriculum to ensure a clear progression of 
disciplinary and substantive knowledge across year groups (Ofsted, 2021).  
 
In EYFS and Key Stage One, pupils develop an awareness of the past, 
know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods.  
 
Using the natural chronology of the curriculum, pupils in Key Stage Two 
build up their knowledge through a carefully sequenced curriculum that 
uses the stories of the past, and the giant ‘stories’ that they weave 
together, to create a natural story of history (Opening Worlds, 2022). This 
sequencing ensures that the knowledge the pupils have gained, builds up 
logically and creates natural links across topics which strengthen and 
develops our pupil’s schema. The build-up of all this knowledge, over time, 
gives pupils a vocabulary that grows and grows, feeding into subsequent 
topics and freeing up memory space for new vocabulary (Opening Worlds, 
2022). This accumulation of vocabulary will also impact pupils writing 
across other subjects.  
 
During our weekly lessons, our children are taught about the relevance of 
what they are learning and why. Lessons are appropriately structured and 



 

scaffolded to allow long-term retention and review of prior 
learning (EEF, 2022) and ensure access for all to the 
curriculum.  
There are a number of teaching strategies we employ 
including you say, I say, cloze procedure, synoptic tasks, 

repetition of language and contextualised vocabulary. Using stories as a 
vehicle for engaging pupils, is another strategy used which supports 
retention as well as enjoyment in the subject.    
 
Impact 
At Bishop David Sheppard, we want to ensure our children leave each key 
stage with the skills and knowledge they need in order to achieve in the 
next stage of their education but that they have also a rich understanding 
of history and its impact on their lives, as well as, the lives of others and the 
world around them.   
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