
 
 

Mathematics at Bishop David Sheppard CE (A) Primary 
School 

Intent 

At Bishop David Sheppard, our aim is to ensure our children 
develop a deep conceptual understanding of all areas of 
Mathematics and that they can transfer skills through 
application in different contexts. Children will make the 
connections needed in order to enjoy a greater depth of 
learning through a variety of real life mathematical 
opportunities and problem solving.  All children will become 
inquisitive, independent, motivated and confident 
mathematicians with secure foundations for future success. 

Implementation 

Teaching is based upon the Mastery Model.  

 

Objectives are broken down into small, carefully selected steps 
of learning. The same objective is taught to the majority of 
pupils in a class, with adaptions being made for those who need 
further support and practise as well as those who require a 
more in depth challenge. Teaching is based on Bruner’s model 
and concrete representations are used alongside the pictorial 
which ensure children understand the symbolic/abstract 
concepts. Children are systematically taught core number 
facts, methods and strategies (footnote 1). 



 
 

 

Variation is used to ensure children are exposed to common, 
uncommon and unusual examples, leading to generalisations of 
what is and what is not an example of what is being taught. 
Mathematical thinking and talk is modelled and encouraged in 
lessons. Objectives are regularly introduced using real life 
contexts to ensure children make the links between 
mathematics in school and real life situations.  

Children regularly revisit and revise past concepts taught during 
‘Morning Maths’ to ensure spaced practise is used. Number 
facts are taught and practised at the start of lessons with a 
focus on counting, multiplication and division facts. In EYFS and 
KS1, children also have a discrete daily session where they are 
taught addition and subtraction number facts in a systematic 
way to ensure they develop a strong number sense.  

Children apply their understanding to reasoning and problem 
solving activities. This includes word problems, finding all 
possibilities, describing rules and patterns, visual puzzles and 
diagrams and logic puzzles. The children often spend time 
solving problems on past topics to ensure their working 
memory is free to focus on the challenge of problem solving 
and to revise past learning. Pupils are familiarised with the 
number facts and methods that will form part of their problem 
solving sequence (footnote 2). 

Impact  

At Bishop David Sheppard, we have high expectations of all our 
pupils and believe all are capable of success in Mathematics. We 
are committed to ensuring all pupils ‘gain enjoyment through 
a growing self-confidence in their own abilities’ (footnote 3).   
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